
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



S4S Agricultural — Commercial Reports. [April. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From the 20/* March to the 20fcS April, 181*. 

The weather has been so dry during the last and present month, that all the oat* 
and a great part of the barley crops have been got into the ground in good time. 
Latterly the soil has been too drv for sowing flaxseed, and that part of the spring work 
teems at a stand, few people chnsing to sow until there is some prospect of rain. Oo 
that account principally, and not from any reduadancy of the article, flaxseed has ex- 
perienced adull sale. Those who were so provident as to save seed last year, have had 
a great advantage over those who depended on the. foreign supply ; and a few farmers, 
who saved it in a proper manner, by stacking the flax, have produced seed of so 
superior a quality as to command a sale in the markets, at a much higher price than any 
foreign seed would bring ; and by their showing others what could be done in that 
Way, in this country, have excited a general desire to follow the example, especially 
in those districts where a preference has always been given to Riga or other northern 
seed. The flax of American seed, being more liable to that distemper Called firing, 
can seldom be allowed to stand until the seed comes to maturity. 

The wheat crops continue to look well; and if the succeeding part of the season 
prove favourable, will give an abundant produce. The early sown oats, and those 
sown in autumn) have also a good appearance in general. The very dry weather, and 
frosts at night, with cold easterly winds, are likely to check the flax crops. 

Wheat and oats have experienced a considerable reduction in price, in the course of 
the last month. Oatmeal, which at one time brought tliirty shillings per hundred, i» 
now selKng from 22-"hiilings to 24; and potatoes now appear to be in greater abun- 
dance than was expected in the early part of the season. 

A correspondent in the nnghlvurkosd of Antrim sends the following account 
On the 6th of May, 1812, having three Cork-red potatoes, that contained 64 set* 
er eves,l cut each eye through the centre, making the sets out of three potatoes 128, 
which I planted with the plough, in the common drill way. I gave them no other care 
or attention than the other potatoes in the same three acre field; and the drills in 
Which thev were set, were equal to any in the 6eld, and superior r-> most. Whe» 
»aised at November, they produced 5 stone 5 pounds weight. 
I ana making a similar experiment on a larger scale this year. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Trade, at aft times uncertain, and attended by the vicissitudes incident to all huma* 
affairs, has for some years past been rendered more than usually uncertain, by the 
circumstances of a war, in which it has been the policy of the belligerents recipro- 
cally to direct their destructive energies against the trade of the other: war being 
now fully as much a question of finance, as of military prowess, and the finances of 
a' nation being especially founded *>n commerce, and manufactures. Trade, being in- 
terrupted in- its usual course, opened for kself a deceptive channel for a time, in wild 
and daring speculations. This new channel soon failed, to the ruin of some, and the 
great loss of many more. We know what has happened among ou/selves ; and the 
losses which have befallen our own merchants may be taken as a sample, by no meant 
an aggravated one, of the general state of the trade of the Empire ; for Belfast can- 
not be considered as having been more unsuccessful than the average of other places ; 
and it is well known that large sums have been lost by our merchants, in the course 
of the last live years. Some have gained, but the losses of others have been so con- 
siderable, as probably rather to turn the general balance- to the side of lout, than of 
profit. 

Liverpool also comes in for a full share of distress from the war. The great trad* 
w*th America is nearly annihilated, and the increase of pauperism is feelingly detailed 
'» an extract from the -Liverpool Mercury, placed among the Occurrences, at page 



